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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 


SUBMISSION OF AFFIDAVITS BY THE DEFENSE PURSUANT 
TO THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 5 JULY 1946. 


COMMISSIONER : 


Mr. George R. Taylor. 


THE SA ~ STAHLHELM 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1000 HOURS. ) 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
You may proceed, Dr. Kl&fisch, with the presentation of your affidavits 
on behalf of the SA-Stahlhelm, 


PA 
DR. KL&FISCH: I have a total of 29 affidavits. I took out about 20 


yesterday. These affidavits concern themselves with the Stahlhelm SA, which 

had about one million members, First of all in this affidavit book I made a list 
of the contents of each affidavit and then I started out with a list in the order 
of evidence, In addition to that I made some explanations. In the explanation 

I stated that the red numbers on the affidavits are the same as the numbers on 
the list of contents. Before every affidavit there is a short summary. All 
affidavits are presented on various points of view as to their importance mx of 
evidence. If a certain affidavit is considered not relevant » therefore, it can 
only be stricken from the record if it can be shown that it does not touch any 
other points of the evidence, There are various affidavits present that on the 


whole say about the same thing. I do not consider them cumulative however since | 
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they concern themselves with various different areas within Germany and thus of 
importance since members of the Stahlhelm in various areas were Gte into 
the SA by various ways and means. 

The first affidavit is probably one of the most important ones because it 
concerns itself with about 100,000 Stahlhelm men who were transferred in the 
Rhineland. This affidavit was made by a former Gaufuehrer of the Stahlhelm by 
the name of Carl Simon. I stated the following in the short summary of Affidavit 
No. 1l, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Just a moment, Doctor. If you are now ready to . 
submit the affidavits individually, then if you will refer to SA Stahlhelm 


Affidavit No. 1, then the Commission can receive it as Affidavit No. 1 and we 


will go right through your affidavits. 


DR. KLAFISCH: I would like to request that SA Stahlhelm Affidavit No. 1 
be translated in its entirety. It is rather long but it gives a very exact 
description of the transfer of the men 2 the Stahlhelm, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Will Counsel read into the record the summary of 
Affidavit No. l. 

BY DR. KLAFISCH: 
SA Stahlhelm Affidavit No. l, by Carl Simon, former Gaufuehrer of the Stahlhelm. 
Contents: Goals of the Stahlhelm, a Front Veterans! Organization, against any 
kind of aggressive war. Removal of the Versailles Treaty in a legal way because 
of understanding with Front Veterans of all countries, British Legion and Veterans! 
Meeting in Budapest. 
Relation to the Party very strained. Stahlhelm contained members of all 
parties and becomes the carrier of the entire opposition against the demands of 


the NSDAP, Since April 1933 fight terror. Party against Stahlhelm. Arrests, 
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dissolving, confiscation, Stahlhelm does not understand Seldte's position under 
Hitler. The removal of Duesterberg brings about a general protest. Stahlhelm 
is ready to overthrow the Nazis. Seldte is incompetent. Transfer in August and 
September 1933 of the Armed Stahlhelm Group to the SA while keeping their own 
uniforms. Promises concerning this that were given by the SA were broken. 
Stahlhelmers who refused to appear for SA service were brought to service by 
police and riot squads and at times were dismissed from their positions. 

At the time of the transfer of the Stahlhelm as an organization in 1934, the 
transfer, which up to then had been voluntary, is changed into an order by State 
Leader Niederrhein. There is no single transfer but a transfer as a whole. Stahl- 
helmers who opposed the transfer and who attempted to leave the SA being punished, 
The transferred Stahlhelm men stayed in constant relation with their former com- 
rades and continued to make further opposition. They are considered as politically 


unreliable and are being watched by the Gestapo. 


At tm the time SA Reservige I was dissolved, the old Stahlhelm men were trans- 


ferred to the reserve troops of the SA. To leave one of the SA organizations was 
not possible. When it was attempted it brought about police supervision, removal 
from positions, closing of stores, and at times even arrests, 

May I point out that Simon, who gave this affidavit, did not belong to the 
Party or one of its organizations. He was arrested yma several times since he 
attempted to prevent the transfer of the Stahlhelm into the SA, 

COMMISSIONER TAYIOR: Are there any objections on the part of the 
Prosecution as to Affidavit No. 1? 


MR. BARRINGTON: No objection at all, Sir. 


Cologne, 
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit submitted be marked SA Stahlhelm 
No. 1 and let it be further noted that the defense has requested that same be 
translated in its entirety. 


J& 3t 3€ 3t 36 36 36 40 36 3€ 30 3€ HK 


BY ord KLAFISCH: 


The next affidavit, SA Stahlhelm No. 2, is made by engineer Dr. Richard Wenzl 
of Freiburg. He was a former leader of the Stahlhelm in Baden and Wuerttenberg. 
He also was not a member of the Party or one of its organization and he was 
arrested since he opposed the transfer of the Stahlhelm into the SA. This 
affidavit was sworn here before Commander Schroeder on the 18th of July 1946. 

It concems itself with another area than the first one, that is, with Baden and 
Wuerttenberg. The contents are very short and I would like to request that also 
this affidavit be translated in its entirety. I will request that a total of 
five affidavits be translated in their entirety. 

Contents: Relations of the Stahlhelm to the NSDAP was already strained before 
1933 with the Stahlhelm in opposition, The SA took members which were turned 
down by the Stahlhelm. The Wehrstahlhelm was transferred into the SA through 
a series of broken promises, 

Here T would like to state that the armed or Wehrstahlhelm contained all 
members of the Stahlhelm under 35 years of age. The so-called Karenstahlhelm 
contained all members between 35 and 45 years of age. Zbm2XekrskakkWeln 

The Wehrstahlhelm was transferred by order into the SA Reserve No, l. The 
opposition against this transfer in the Stahlhelm was very great. Pressure 
through the SA, terror, police supervision, members being taken to SA service 
by police groups, and arrests. Cooperation of the Stahlhelmers remains anyhow. 


Even though they were transferred into the SA they remained as members of the 
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Stahlhelm. The SA attempted to make this impossible but it was due to the work of 
Dr. Wenzl that it was finally achieved that SA members could remain members of the 
Stahlhelm, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any objection on the part of the prosecution? 

MR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit be marked SA Stahlhelm No. 2 
and let it be noted that the defense has requested a full translation. 

de 3 36 46 36 36 He He He X 

BY TR. KLAFISCH: 


The next Affidavit, SA Stahlhelm No. 3, is by Dr. Kurt Loske of Këlņp, 


and 
Dr. Loske was a member of the Stahlheln/in 1933 was a Kreisleiter of the Scharnhorst, 


I wuld like to remark here that the Scharnhorst Youth contained all those members 
under l4 years of age. From 1934 to 1935 he was law adviser with the Main office 
of the Stahlhelm in Berlin and from 1935 to 1937 he was law adviser at the 
liquidation staff of the Stahlhelm, The Stahlhelm was dissolved in 1935. I 
believe that this document is especially important since Dr. Loske has xikkix 
statistical information concerning the results if a person left the SA. Therefore 
I would like to request that this affidavit too be translated in its entirety. 
This also was sworn before Commander Schroeder, also on the 18th of July 1946. 
Contents: Stahlhelm was the center of all opposition. The transfer was 
done through order and by handing over of the lists without asking the individual, 
Leaving the SA was possible only in exceptional cases. The request to leave 
the SA by a Stahlhelm man was regarded as an acknowledgment to the opposition and 
the reaction and was answered with an exclusion, The results of such exclusion 
were listing in the SA punishment list, the informing of the Police and the Gestapo, 


person was declared to be politically unreliable, loss of position, occupation, or 





COM, A. 


Pte nes A COLLE I 
Lesser 
H1036 — 0007 


20 July 
Affidavits - SA Stahlhelm 


place of business. Because the results were not known the majority of comrades 
did nct request to leave, due to that pressure, 

COMMISSIONERY TAYLOR: Is there.any objection on the part of the 
prosecut ion? 

MR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit submitted ky be marked SA Stahlhelm 
Affidavit No, 3 and noted that the defense have requested that same be translated 
in entirety. 

How G6 36 3t 36 360 36 dk GR 3t He X 

BY DR. KLAFISCH: 

Next is Affidavit SA Stahlhelm No, 4, by Georg Duesterberg. This affidavit 
was sworn before an Allied Officer on the 27th of June 1946.  Duesterberg is the 
only son of the second leader of the Stahlhelm and he is oriented very well con- 
cerning the conditions of the Stahlhelm, His father Duesterberg could not be 
questioned due to a very severe illness. I also request that this Affidavit No. 4 
be translated in its entirety. And now a short summary: 

Georg Duesterberg, the mwy only son of a former section leader Theodor 
Duesterberg, was protected against the NSDAP by Admiral Canaris. 


The Stahlhelm a democratic organization standing above the parties. Organ- 


ization of old front soldiers of the first world war without any party connections 


and moderate, 

Selected leaders struggle against the NSDAP, The leader of this opposition 
was the father Duesterberg who had the largest group of followers in the Stahlhelm. 
In 1933 Duesterberg opposed his supposition under Hitler by increasing the opposition 
ageinst Hitler. 

Breaking of the Stahlhelm constitution by Seldte, Removal of Duesterberg, 





COM, ' A, 
Take l - pg 7 


y i 


Affidavits - SA Stahlhelm 


In spite of all that the opposition continued, which was fought against by Seldte. 


Transfer into the SA by terror and pressure, Stahlhelmers followed the order 
unwillingly; however, believed the promises of Seldte, who assured them the 
organization would remain and that the old formations would continue. After their 
transfer the Stahlhelm men were considered anyhow as the carriers of the secret 
opposition and treated accordingly. Constant observation or supervision by the 
SD and Gestapo. 

Out of the circles of former Stahlhelm men the opposition continued until the 
end of the war. Close cooperation with the men of the 20th of July on which 
leading former Stahlhelm members participated. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any objection to this affidavit? 

WR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit submitted be marked SA Stahlhelm 
No. 4 for identification and also note request by the defense that the affidavit 


be translated in full. 


Hw HHH 30 30036 36 3X 0X 
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DR. KLAFISCH: There is no final decision made as to the trans- 
lation? 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Yes. Your request as submitted is received 
by the Commission and granted, but whether or not the translation section 
will be able to translate all of the affidavits submitted before the Com- 
mission is a question that I cannot answer at this time. But the affidavit 
will be translated if it is possible. 

DR. KLAFISCH: I only have five requests. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: If the affidavit cannot be translated, then 
the transcript shows the summary of the affidavit, or the contents of the 
affidavit, which will go before the Tribunal in English, and they will be 
able to read theximanskaickamx it. The others would have the benefit of 
the contents of the affidavit by reason of ders apu pru 
tents of the affidavit tt Te. « ? r 


DR. KLAFISCH: Next is SA Stahlhelm No. 5 by Hans Schmidt, sworn 


before an Allied officer on the 4th of July, 1946. It concerns itself with 


the area of Aachen. Now follow: the contents: 

The Stahlhelm was the meeting point of the entire opposition 
against the NSDAP. Transfer of the Wehrstahlhelm in the SA carried out 
through an order during a Stahlhelm meeting where the swearing into the 
SA was done immediately, Transfer of the Kernstahlhelm into the SA-Reserve 
No. l was by com.and. The promise that the Stahlhelm in the SA-Reserve was 
supposed to remain an independent formation, could keep their own uniforms 
and leaders, was never carried out. The members of the Stahlhelm were divided 


into the active and reserve Sturms of the SA. Since 1935, students were 
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forced to enter the SA or another organization, otherwise it was not 
possible to continue their studies, Stahlhelm men were considered polit- 
ically unreliable after the transfer., Leaving the organization was 
impossible because of the serious consequences, Since 1937 all members of the 
SA were forcefully transferred into the Party. The refusal to enter led to 
transfers and dismissals. 
Any objection to the affidavit? 

MR. BARRINGTON: Do I understand that this one is to be trans- 
lated in full? 

DR. KLAFISCH: No. 

MR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit submitted by marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. 5 for identification. 

DR. KLAFISCH: The next is number 6, I just want to say that 
I wrote these people that they have to be sworn. However, they were not 
all treated the same way everywhere. This is just a certification of the 
signature of the person that put in the affidavit. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: For the purpose of submission of the 
affidavit the same will be accepted by the Commission. 

DR. KLAFISCH: This affidavit of Post Office employee Jacob 
Fuchs of Nuremberg is very short, and only the last paragraph is of abso- 
lute importance. 


MR. BARRINGTON: May I suggest that if it is the last 


paragraph that is of importance alone, it would be better to read that 


into the record? 





T ITI T 


Feldt 
20 July 1946 
Affidavits SA Stahlhelm 


DR. KLAFISCH: The contents: The Stahlhelm was in opposition 
to the NSDAP. The opposition to it was the reason why hundreds of thousands 
entered the Stahlhelm between 1932 and 1933. The attitude of the WAIN 
Stahlhelm men remained the same after the Stahlhelm was transferred into the 
SA through the traitorous acts of Seldte and after Hitler's breach of 
promise. In a discussion with the leader in \nsbach on the 23 June 1934, 
the SA Gruppenführer von Obernitz declared an armed revolution against the 
Reichswehr which Fuchs had reported to the OKW and the Reichswehr Command, 
Nuremberg, whereupon ihe Stahlhelm SA Reserve Standarte 19 in Nuremberg was 
put at the disposal of the Reichswehr for any control measures. It was 
dissolved on the first of June, 1935, for being reactionary. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any objection to the affidavit? 

MR. BARRINGTON: Well, I didn't hear at the time whether that 
date 1946 was corrected. 

THE INTERPRETER: There was no 1946. The dates were 1932, 
1933, and 23 June 1934. 

MR. BARRINGTON: No objection, 

COMMISSIONER TAYIOR: Let the affidavit submitted be marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. 6 for identification. 


DR. KLAFISCH: No. 7. The next affidavit is a short affidavit 


by seven persons, former Stahlhelm members, which concerns itself with 


the position of the Stahlhelm in Augsburg. These seven persons had this 
affidavit sworn before an Allied officer on the 28th day of June, 1946. 
I believe that this document is relevant, as it concerns itself with the 


condition in Augsburg, which is an especially large area. This document is in 
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the English language. The contents are on Page 7. 

The Stahlhelm, especially in 1933, was in opposition to the 
party of the SA. Received a large number of new members from all parties, 
because they considered the Stahlhelm as the only possible means of oppo- 
sition, General expectation of an active advance, active opposition against 
the SA. Transfer without any request against the wish of the individuals 
to the SA. At the time, promise of independence of the Stahlhelm by Seldte 
and Hitler. Breach of these promises. Division of the Stahlhelm throughout 
the SA. Even within the SA the Stahlhelm remained as an Opposition. They 
never became SA men as far as ideals were concerned. Even after the transfer 
they were considered unreliable and were supressed. The former Stahlhelm 
members continued to cooperate with each other, They did not know anything 
of the criminal intentions of the SA. No former Stahlhelm men participated 
in any excessive measures, 

COMMISSIONER TAYIOR: Any objection to the affidavit on the part 
of the Prosecution? 

MR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: let the affidavit as submitted be marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. 7 for identification. 


I understand No. 8 has been withdrawn by defense counsel, 


DR. KLAFISCH: I took out No. 8. The next is affidavit No. 9, 


SA Stahlhelm No. 9. Sworn affidavit by Dr. Karl Mayer of Nuremberg, given 
before a Notary Public in Weissenburg in Bavaria on the 9th of May,1946. 


I consider this affidavit to be extremely important, and therefore I recuest 


if 
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that it be translated in its entirety also. It will be the last affidavit 
that I request. 

Dr. Mayer led a Standarte a short while after the transfer. It 
was later dissolved. The Standarte was supposed to march against the SA 
at the time of the Röhm Putsch. In addition to that, I refer to the contents, 

Contents; A moderate, lawful organization in opposition to the 
radical fighting organizations. Another goal was the lifting of the Ver- 
xsa sailles Treaty in a legal way. Opposition against ageressive war. 
Religious idealism. Fight against any party leadership. 

No. 2, relation to the party. Since 1933 remained as the only 
unit which was in sharp opposition to che party. Treason by Seldte through 
entering into the party. Subordination under the highest SA leadership. 
Transfer of the young Stahlhelm according to an order. Renaming of the 


Kernstahlhelm into SA Reserve No. 1. Cooperative transfer into the 


SA Reserve No. 1 while keeping their own formation. Dissolving and 


division of these formations within the SA, which was a breach of promise, 
Intention of the Stahlhelm men, including those that were transferred into 
the SA Reserve to march with the Reichswehr against the SA. Former Stahl- 
helm men were considered politically unreliable. 

COMMTSSIONER TAYIOR: Any objection to the affidavit? 

WR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYIOR: | Let the affidavit submitted be marked SA 
Stahlhelm No. 9 for identification. The request for translation of the 


affidavit has been made by the defense counsel. 
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DR. KLAFISCH: I have stated that Dr. Mayer led Standarte No. 
19, and as to ihe contents of. the affidavit that is not auie correct. 
Dr. Mayer at that time took over those units of the Kernstahlhelm which 
formed various formations in the SA Reserve No. 1. The Standarte Reserve 
19 was at that time formed through members of the old Stahlhelm. This 
Standarte, however, was then supposed to march against the Sá. Mayer then 
left the Stahlhelm in 1934 as politically not reliable because of his op- 
position against the NSDAP and because he had Jewish ancestors. 
Now, No. 10 is a very short statement by Emil Hoppmann from 
Hoya in northern Germany. It was certified by a Notary Public on 30 April 
1946. This thing is only relevant due to the area which is concerned in it. 
Now the contents: Stahlhelm in opposition against the NSDAP and 
the SA. Transfer against tne wish and want of the members. After the 
transfer, continuous cooperation among the former members and strong mis- 
trust of the SA towards the former Skatkiheikomm Stahlhelm men. No parti- 
cipation in the acts of terror of the SA against other thinking people. 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: No objection to the affidavit? 
MR. BARRINGTON: No. 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit as submitted be marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. lO for identification. 
DR. KLAFISCH: The following affidavits, on the whole, are about 
the same, only in a very few affidavits there are some special points. 
They were only listed, or only given, because they concern themselves with 


different areas within Germany, and I consider trem important therefore, 
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since it is important that evidence is given for all Germany, or at least for 
the major pert of Germany. 
No. 13 concerns itself with Holstein. It is a sworn affidavit by 
three persons: Merchant Wilhelm Berner, tax man Barth, and a dentist, 
Dr. Kaeselau. Certified before a German Notary Public on the 8th of May, 
The listing of contents is short. The Stahlhelm was in op- 
position against the NSDAP since 1933 ihe meeting point of the entire op- 
position, especially of the old front soldiers and also political opinions 
since this was the only remaining possibility of opposition. Because of 
that, increased friction by the party against the Stahlhelm, Arrests, 
dissolutions, confiscations. Stahlhelm men expected a stroke of the 
leadership xkx against the party and intended to go along. Membership 
and transfer into the SA without the knowledge and cuestioning of the 
individual according to an order by the leadership. Even though they were 


transferred, they remained a separate group within the SA. Greatest mis- 


trust of the SA against former Stahlhelm men. No participation in any 


demonstrations of the SA, 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any objection to affidavit No. 117 

MR, BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: That affidavit as submitted will be 
marked SA Stahlhelm No. 11 for identification. Dr. Klafisch, is it 
correct that beginning with your No. 12 to No. 44 inclusive, the affi- 
davits contain practically the same statements of evidence? If so, 
the Commission will accept the same without the individual introduction of 


the affidavits. 
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DR. KLAFISCH: A large number ms were taken out. The affidavits 
which go to No. 44, actually are not numbered successively to 44. Only 19 
remain. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Very well, 

DR. KLAFISCH: I believe that it is necessary since it is a very 
large organization, and there are a few special matters in some of them. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Very well. Proceed, Doctor. 

DR. KLAFISCH: I don't know how it was handled with the others. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Proceed like you have been soing, ther; 
Doctor, and it will not be necessary for you to state that the affidavit 
was sworn before a Notary Public or an Allied officer, as tre Commission will 
observe them individually as you present them. 

DR. KLAFISCH: No. 12, sworn affidavit by Brandl concerning 
Stahlhelm transfers in Ingolstadt. 

Short contents: Stahlhelm in opposition, especially after 
1933, to pary SA. The pressure of the party against this pool of the 
reaction. The mass of ihe Stahlhelm expects an open action in 1933 against 
the NSDAP. Transfer without cuestion. Even after he y were transferred 
continued Xmx cooperation among the Stahlhelm members. They never became 
SA men as far as ideals were concerned. Greatest mistrust of the SA party 
against former Stahlhelm members. Transfer to the SA Reserve No. l was 
also carried out as a closed unit. Division of the Stahlhelmsturme within 
the SA resulted from the mistrust against the political reliability of the 
transferred Stahlhelm  Sturms. ‘lhe cooperation among the transferred Stahl- 


helm members continued. The opposition attitude continued. No case is 
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known in which former Stahlhelmmembers cooperated with the SA in actions 
against other thinking people. The witness became a member of the resistance 
movement in 1942. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Has the Prosecution any objection? 


XKIXHXRRXIK 
MR. BARRINGTON: I can't see, myself, that that particular summary 


had anything additional in it from the others. 
DR. ELAFISCH: It concerns itself with a larger area, Ingolstadt. 
MR, BARRINCTON: That I appreciate, sir, but I should have thought 
that unless it is very important to Dr. Klafisch it would have been better 
to follow your suggestion and have Dr. Klafisch Skxkm first state particularly 
in regard to any of the following affidavits if it adds anything new -- 
that they should nevertheless be admitted on the grounc that they xmmx do 
cover other areas -- it seems to me thst it is merely repetitious. 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: The affidavits are generally cumulative 
evidence as to that which has been heretofore placed before the Commission 
by witnesses. The Commission had granted to the defense counsel the 
privilege of submitting a limited number of affidavits from various people 
around over the country who were members of the organization. It is true, 
they are cumulstive, but they cover different parts and from different 
sections of the membership, and for that reason counsel for the Prosecution will 
note that it is cumulative evidence., The majority will be cumuletive. 
Does that clarify the matter in counsel's mind? 


MR. BARRINGTON: Yes, I had appreciated that, sir, that they 
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were cumulative and were admitted by the permission of the Commissioner, 


and that they were to cover different parts of Germany. My suggestion 
was simply this, that it is, I think, rather a waste of time to read 
the summaries if in every case they are the same as tle preceding summaries, 
and I thought it might save time if Dr. Klafisch were able to say, "This 
sumaary is the same as before, with the exception of such and such a point," 

DR. KLAFISCH: AlL right, I understand. 

COMMISSIONER TAYIOR: Let tre affidavit submitted be marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. 12 for identification. 

DR. KLAFISCH: Affidavit No. 13 given by Dr. Domsta refers to 
Stahlhelm transfers in Mainz. This testimony shows particularly clearly 
and typically the manner in which the transfers were carried out. There- 
fore I should like in this case to have the entire contents put on the 
record. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Is there any objection on the part of 
the Prosecution to having the affidavit translated? 

MR. BARRINGTON: Oh, Dr. Klafisch is not referring to trans- 
lating the whole affidavit. He simply wants the summary, No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Then the understanding is, it is not 
the affidavit but the sum ary of the affidavit you desire to have on 
the recard, 

DR. KLAFISCH: The contents, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Very well, 

DR. KLAFISCH: The contents of the affidavit: The Stahlhelm 


was the collecting basin of the opposition. Transfer took place against 
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the will of the people. On the occasion of one Stahlhelm service meeting 
the following declaration was given: The Stahlhelm no longer existed 

and had been taken over by the SA. On the occasion of this meeting, the 
members were registered as SA people and were distributed to the different 
SA formations. Whoever did not obey was punished by police arrest. The con- 
nection of the former members of the Stahlhelm continued to exist as an 
opposition within the SA. Whose who had been transferred were considered 
polictically suspicious and were continually suspected. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Is there any objection to affidavit No. 
13 by the Prosecution? 

MR. BARRINGTON: No, I haven't any objection to that. I 
should like to say in general that the Prosecution will naturally read 
through the full, text of the affidavits later, and should it be not 
entirely in agreement with the summary, we might have to make an objec- 
tion later, but I don't anticipate that. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit submitted be marked 
SA Stahlhelm No. 13 for identification. 

DR. KLAFISCH: Numbers 14 and 15 refer to the transfer of the 
Stahlhelm in Düsseldorf and Rotenburg. Do the names have to be mentioned? 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: It would be best to read them into the 
record for identification. 


DR. KLAFISCH: 14 is the affidavit of Hans Karl Hannappel in 


Dusseldorf, and No. 15 of Wilhelm Gewichs in Rotenburg, Hannover. The 


same applies to the contents of these documents as is true of the previous 


affidavits. 
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'RRINGTON: No objection. 
COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let the affidavit of Hans Karl Hannappel 


be marked SA Sfahlhelm No. l4 for identification, 
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COMMISSIONER T )H The affidavit of Wilhelm 


Gewiess is marked SA Stahlhelm No. 15 f identification. 


DH KLEFISCH: Affidavit No 6 submitted by Ade 
ministrative Inspector Benno Fork, of Duisburg, refers 
to the transfer according to lists of SA Reserves within 
the Stahlhelm without questioning and agai: the will 


of the Stahlhelm in this work. 


here, as 
special importance in this affidavit is 

the fact that ea certain president of a Senate, Dr. Royce, 
wes not able to leave the SA. Becase if he had left it 
probably would have meant his losing his official 
position. 

COMMISSIONER 
aff 1 devit? 

DR KLEFISCH: May I add the following: I 
should like to call your attention to the fact that this 
affidevit was sworn to before a Notery Public on 3 July 
1946, that I believe is in reality too late. But at 
the beginning of his deposition Benno Fork says that 
in his district no allied officer had been prepared to 


take down his affidavit. 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: ( the gfiidavit 


‘orm of acknowledgment E» V accepted now, 





NN 


vit submitted by marked 


for identification, SA Stahlhelm No. 16. 


DR KLEFISCH: Affidavit No. 17 refers tc 
Geu Hessen-Nassau and the Kurpfalz. The affidavit 
made by Wilhelm Goertz, teacher. 
SIONEK: Any objections to Affidavit No. 17? 
Ta 


l don't understand whether it 


seid to be similar to th ) from before, 


then have them on the record 


0 nr 


summary s 
In other words, you want to 
Summarize a number of affidavits in one summary, and 
refer to them as affidavits numbers so and so, amd—ee- 
gai- SD... 

DR KLEFISCH: Yes. 

Proceed, then, doctor. 

DR KLEFISCH : The contents of No. ire similar 
to those of the previous ones 

COMMISSIONEK: Let 
Goertz as SA Stahlhelm No. 

/ ^ ^ 
DR KLEFISCH: Noe 18 is an affidavit of 


Bernd Davids. This "fidavi refers 
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Stahlhelm and Universi 


have only 17 
in & more concise and brief 
by one o'clock, please? 


J 


T RPT H Í 1 1 1 Piniahacr 
ALIPIoULHS L Wi e Tinisned 


The peculiarity of this documen 


S - ^ 1 v3 +} 4 Arrt m np 
the University Group wa: uUuPpansierred without navin any 
v t ( d 


chance to voice their opinion upon the occasion of 
assembly. 


the affidavit 


Then let the affidavit e marked SA Stahl- 


18 for identification. 


KLEPISCH 
Professor Doctor isse) University of Tuebingen. 
In general, this affidavit confirms the contents of 


P 


the other affi 
importance in this document is 
fact that very often members of the Tahlhelm had been 


transferred, had been given higher ranks within the SA 


corresponding with the ranks of higher offices, more and 
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more, But that, on the other hand, there was no cor- 
responding duty or service to be given by these men 
according to the rank which they had been given by the 
SA. Because the higher SA services and duties had to 
be performed almost exclusively by older SA men. 
COMMISSIONER: Any objections? 
MR. BARRINGTON there appears to be something 
about the newspaper of the 
DR XLEFISCH: 
T 
UL 4 
point of reference to 
Just 8 moment 
that the newspaper, 
read by only very very few of the men. Towards 


end of the affidavit witness 


the militery training received as | iis c&pacity 


1s a former oj cer of the Reserves. 
MR BARRINGTON I don t know what paragraph 


SA Mann is in the affidavit. I:think it is the 


^'aph do you want the 
interpreter to read? 
MR BARRINGTON I think itis the last paragraph, 
as far as I can see, 
-yo tz - f has 
COMMISSIO NER ihe onc that/reference 


newspaper? It is et the bottom of page two. 


MR BARRINGTON Yes, 
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COMMISSIONER: Interpreter, translate that 
paragraph. 

(Translation): The lack of political 
interest was clearly shown by the propaganda made by 
the leadership for the purchase of the paper, the SA 
Mann. Our Storm, the lowest subscription was scarcely 
reached. Only very very few of them, and these had more 
or less decided voluntarily to subscribe to 
Mann, probably read the paper at all. The comrades 
of Our Storm at any rate were not taken by the spirit, 
or rather the lack of spirit of this paper. 


MR BARRINGTON: I have no objection. 


COMMISSION: R: Let the affidavit submitted by 


marked SA Stahlhelm No. 19 for identification. 


DR KLEFISCH: We now turn to Affidavit No. 30. 

COMMISSIONER: : ] time let the record 
show that Affid-vits SA Stahlhelm numbered 20 through 
29, inclusive, have been withdrawn from the file by 
defense counsel. 

DR. KIEFISCH: Aff | Noe 50 was given by 
Walter Allissat, of Essen, and refers to the transfer 
of the Stehlhelm in Essen. And in general repeats 
the contents of the other affidavits. 

COMMISSIONER: No objection to that a ffidavit? 


MR BARRINGTON: No objection. 
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COMMISSIONER; Let the affidavit be marked 


Stahlhelm No. 50 for identification. 


DR. KLEFISCH: Number 55 is an affi: 
by Rudolf Wanner of Utting a/Ammersee. That the SA 
ieserves were dissolved in this district in 1955, as 


mentioned by this witness, is of specisl importance; 


while in the other districts they existed until the 


very end, as mentioned by counsel. 
COMMISSIONER: ny objection to that? Let it 
then as presented be marked SA Stehlhelm No. 33 for 


identification. 


DR. KL:FISCH: Number 54, given by Dr. 
Schleussner, refers to the Stahlhelm transfers in Franke 
furt. ‘The affidavit was given before the Assistant 
Counsel John Klefisch on 1 June 1946. 

COMMISSIONER lhe affidavit is accepted as to 
the form oí &cknowledgment. 

DR. KLEFISCH: The contents are the same as the 
affidavits which refer to the other districts. 

COMMISSIONER: Any objection? Let the affidavit 


presented be marked SA Stahlhelm No. 34 for identification. 


DR. KLEPISCH: Affidavit No. 57 given by Rainer 


Pittinger, Augsburg, refers to the Stahlhelm in Luenchen 
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and Augsburg. 

COMMI IER: Any objections? Let the 
affidavit presénted be marked SA Stahlhelm No. 57 for 
identification. 

DR. KIESISCH: The contents agree essentially 
with the contents of the previous 

NER: You stated 


mark ed 


the same applies 
Otto Bolln. 
COMMISSIONER: Any objection to that affidavit? 
The affidavit as submitted will be marked SA »tahlhelm 


No.58 for identification. 


DR. KIBFISCH Number 59 is 


Dr. Ehrich Arauner of Kitzingen. This affidavit 


special significance because witness says that without 


his doing anything he was given an SA identification 
card in 1954. ' the remark by counsel 1s proof, 
or sort of proof of compulsory transfer. Beceuse this 
man was financially relatively independent he refused 
who 

to be transferred like the others/because of certain 
financial insecurity and fear did not oppose their 
transfers. This witness also added several documents 


to his affidavit, which are of importance for this 





take 5, page 8 


maid TI NIM 
1200 - 1300 
H1036 — 0028 


20 July 1946 


Affidavits 


transfer, in my opinion. 


Any objections? 


N: I don't think he 
attached document is. 
elieve he states 
his membership card we jd as Exhibit. 
hat, but there 
signed by a Kreisleiter. 
KLEFISCH: I have also added the 
to the witness on the occasion of his 
transfer. This statement certifies his entry into the 
SA, retroactively. 
MR. BARRINGTON: It seems to me shat this was 
one of those cases the Tribunal held not to be relevant. 
Di. KLEVISCH: It does not refer to an individual, 
itire Storm. 
(GGTON: In that case + will take it 
Dr. Klefisch said. 
affidavit submitted be 


marked SA Stahlhelm No. 39 f identification. 


DR. KLEFISCH: No. i] ffid: t submitted 
by Karl Wehr, Weingutsbesitzer, Bernkastel, concerning 
ansfers of Stahlhelm in the Moselle district, and 


is, on the whole, identical with the other affidavits, 
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Let the affidavit submitted be 
merked SA Stehlhelm No. 40 for identification. 

DR. KigvISCH: Affidavit No. 41 given by 
Wilhelm Biehlmaier, Ingolstadt, refers to Stell Helmet 
in Ingolstadt. The contents are identical with the 
previous affidavits. 

had one on that before, 
be true. 
ob jection 
however. 
as submitted 


be marked SA § A for identification. 


DR. KLEFISCH In this Ingolstadt document there 


are some points mentioned not mentioned in the previous 


Ingolstadt affidavit. 


DH. KLEFISCH: N 2 ff wit by Julius 
Heil, Augsburg, refers to the Stahlhelm in Passau and 
also is identical with the previous affidavits. 

COMMISSIONER: Let the affidavit be marked SA 


Stehlhelm No. 42 for identification. 


DH. KIEFISCH: No. 45 is an affidavit by 
near 
llergens, a teacher of Monschau, that is/ the Belgian 
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"ffidsvits 
border. The fact as mentioned in this 
applications for being allowed to leave the SA were 
not granted on principle before the application was 15 
years of age. 
No objection. 


affidavit be marked 


SA Stahlhelm No. 45 for identification. 


44, 
by a large number of persons 
professional life. 4nd this 
by several Notaries Public, 
read the names of the various persons who 
have given this affidavit? There are 37 in all, I be- 
lieve. 
COMMISSIONER: Unless there is objection to it, 
the Commission does not object. 
MR. BARRINGTON For identification I think 
we should give the first name. 
DH. KLEFISCHt 
Kolping. 
COMMISSIONER: 
Kolping and others be marked SA Stahlhelm No. 44 


identification. 
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ls that all the affidavits, 


mission will then adjourn 


until Monday at 10:00 a.m., at which time the SD will 


present their affidavits. 





TT, 


going is a true and correct transcript of submission of 


Affidavits by DR. KLABISOH, taken on 20 July 


. 


ERTIFIED 


^ os pao 
Commissioner 
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TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
EY BEFORE A COMNISS) N APFOINTE 
XILITA: Y TRIBUNAL PURSUANT 
NDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATE 


SUBMISSION OF ARFIDAVITS BY THE DEFENSE DURSU/ NT 


d 424 


TO THE ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL DATED 5 JULY 1946, 


20 July 1946, 


Georges R, Taylor. 


STAHLHELM 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 000 HOURS 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
You may proceed, Dr. Klof: with the presentation of your affidavits 
behalf of the SA-Stahlhe 
DR. KLEFISCH: I have a total of 29 affidavits. I took out about 20 
yesterday, These affidavits concorn themselves with the Stahlhelz SA, which had 
about one million members irst of all in this affidavit book I made a list of 
ted out with a list in the order 
explanations. In the exnlnonation 
the red numbcrs on the affidavi are the same as the numbers on 
the list of contents.  Boforc every affidavit there is a short summary. All 
affidavits are presented on various points of vicw as to their importance of 
evidences If a certain affidavit is considcred not relevant, therefore, it can 
only be stricken from the record if i> san be shown that it docs not touch any 
other points of the evidence. There are various affidavits prosent that on the 
about the same thing. I do not consider thom cumulative however since 
concern themselves with various different areas within Germany and thus of 
importance since members of tho Stahlh:1m in vari^us arcas were transferred into 
the SA by various ways and monnse 
is probably one of the most important ones because it 
concerns itself with about 100,000 Stahlhelm men who were transferred in the 
Rhineland. This affidavit was made by a former Gaufuchrer of tho Stahlhelm by 


the name of Carl Simon. I stated the following in the short summary of Affidavit 


No . le 
2829 
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COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Just a momo Doctor. If you are now reacy to 


NE 
submit the affidavits individaully, then if you will refer to SA Stahlhelm 
Affidavit Noe 1, then the Commission can receive it as Affidavit Mo. le and we 
will go right through your affidavits. 

I would like to request that SA Stahlhelm Affidavit No. 1 
be translated in its entirety. It is rather long but it civos a v rv exact 
description of the transfer of the mon of theStahlhelm. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Vill Counsel road into the record the summary of 
Affidavit Noe 
BY DR 

SA Stahlhelm Affidavit No. 1, by Carl Simon, former Gaufuchrer of the 
Stahlhelme 

Contents: Goals of the Stahlhelm, a Front Veterans! Organization, 
against any kind of aggressive wa Removal of the Versailles Treaty in a 


logal way because « ndcrstanding with Front Veterans of all countrics, Britisk 


Veterans! Meeting in Bucapost. 
nod. Stahlhelm contained members ^f all 

parties and becomes the carrier of the entire opposition arainst the demands of 
the NSDAP. Since April 1933 fight terrore Party arainst Stahlhelme Arrests, 
lissolving, confiscation. Stahlhelm does not understand Seldte's position undor 
Hitler. The removal of Yuesterberg brings about a general proteste Stahlhelm 
is rondy to overthrow the Nazise Selcte is incompetent. Transfer in Aucust an 
September 1933 of thc Armed Stahlholu Group to the SA while keeping their own 
uniformse Promises concerning this that were riven by the SA were broken. 
Stahlhclmors who refused to appear for SA service were brought to scrvice by 
police and riot squads and at timos wore dismissed from their positions. 

it the time of tho transfor of the Stahlhelm as on organization in 1934, 
the transfer, which up to thon had boon voluntary, is changed into an order by 
Stato Leader Niederrhein. There is no single transfer but a tronsfer as a 
wholee Stahlhelmers who 
boing punished. The transferred Stahlhelm men stayed in constant relation with 


their former comrades and continued to make further opposition. They are 
2830 
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considered as politically unreliable ond are being watched by the G stapos 

At the time SA Roscrvo I was dissolved, the old Stahlhelm mon were trans- 
ferred to the rescrvo troops of tho Si. To leave one of the SA orzm 
was not possibles When it was attemptod it brought about police supervision, 
removal from ~ositions, Closing of stores, and at times even arrostse 


May I point out that Simon, who gave this affidavit, cid not belong to 
the Party or one of its organizati. He was arrested several tines since he 
to prevent the transfer of the Stahlhelm into the SA, 

YOMMISSIONER TAYLOR: M here c obje ons on tho part 
sccution as to Affidavit Noe 1 

MR. BARRINGTON: 

DR. KLEFISCH: This affidavit ins Sworn before an Allicd Officer in 
Colorno, 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Let thc affidavit submitted be markod SA Stahlhelm 
Noe 1 and let it be further noted that the defense h: requested that same be 


translated in its entirety, 


noxt affidavit, Sj 
Freiburg. He w . former leader of tho Stahlhelm Sacen and Werte 
tonberge He also was not a member “ie Yarty or one of its organization and 
'pposed the transfer 5f the Stahlhelm into the SA. Th“ 
affidavit was sworn here before C mm^ncer Schroeder v ho 18th cf July 1946, 
concerns itself with another arca thon tho first onc, that is, 

Tuerttenberg. The contents > vory sho n I wuld «c to request that 
this affidavit be translated in its entirety. I will request thit a total 
of five affidavits be translated in their entirety, 

Contents: Relations of the Stahlhelm t^ the NSDAP was already strained 
before 1933 with the Stahlhelm in opposition. The SA took members which were 
turned down by the Stahlhelm The Wehrstahlhelm was transferred into the SA 


through a series of broken promiscse 
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Here I would like to state ! mec. or Wehrstahlholm contained 
all momhers of the Stahlhelm under 35 years sf a The so-called Ka 


Stahlholm contained all mombers betwoon 35 and 45 years cf ago, 


oO 


m A T 
the Wehrstahlholm wis tronsforrca by order into theSA Reserve 


The opposition against this tran n the Stahlhelm was very greate 
through the SA, terror, police supervision, members being taken to 
by police groups, and arrestse Cooperation of the Stahlhclmers remains 


Evon though they were transferred into the Si. they remained as members 
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Stahlhelme Tho SA attempted to ake this impossible but it was cue to 


the work of Pr. Yenzl that it was finally achieved that SA members euld 


E 


remain members of the Stahlhelm, 


COM:ISSIONER TAYLOR: any objection on the part cf the prosecue 


ME 


4t. BLRRINGTON: No objection. 


COMMISSIONER TAY 


Cy 9 
Ave 


let the afficavit be marked Si Stahlhelm 


2 and Jet it be noted that the defense has requested a full translati 


T4 


3¥ DH. KLAFISCH: 


The next affidavit, S4 Stahlhelm Nc. 3, is by Dre Kurt Loske of 
Kolne ‘xe Loske was a member of the Stahlheln and in 1933 wasa Kreisleit. 
of the Scharnhcrst. I would like tc remark here that the Scharnhorst Y uth 


contained all those members uncer 1h 'fage. From 153) tc 1935 he 


was law adviser with the iin Off ice of the Stahlhelm in Berlin one from 
1935 t: 1937 he was law adviser at tho liqui ^:ti-n staff cf the 


The Stahlhelm was disso lved in 19 


ag 
722 


e I believe that this docum: 
especially important since Dre Loske hes statistical information rer 


the Sie Therefore I w uld like to 


lis affidatit ‘doo bo translate 


ransisted-in its entirely: This also 


sworn before Comrissicner schroeder. also on.the Lath of July 1256. 
Contents: Stahlhéli was the center of allopposition. The transfer 


was cone through order and by handing over of the lists without 


individual, 


le^ving the S4 was possible only in exceptional casese The request 
tc leave the S. by a Stahlhelm man was Tegarced as an ackn wledgment to 


the opposition and the re action and was answered with an exclusion. The 


results cf such exclusicn were listing in the Si punishment list, the 
informing the the rolice and epo, person was declared tobe 
politically unreliable, loss position, occupation, or place of business, 
Because the results were n-t known the majority of comrades did not reque st 


to leave, cue to that pressure, 


COH"ISSIONER TAYLOR: 


Is there any cbjection on the part cf the 


prosecution? 
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MRe BARRINGTON: No objection, 
COM ISSIONER TAYLOR: Llet the affidavit submitted be marked SA 
Stahlhelm Affidavit Noe 3, and noted tht the defense have requested that 


sane be translated in entirety, 


BY DR. KLAFISCH: 

Next is affidavit S. Stahlhelm No, h, by Georg Duesterberg. This affi- 
cavit was sworn before an Allied Officer on the 27th of June 19h6. Ducster- 
berg is the only son of the second leacer of the Stahlhelm and ho is 
oriented. very well concerning the conditions of tho Stahlhclm His father 
Duesterborg coul? not be questioned due to a very severe ilincss,. I also 
request that Pidavit 3 4 be translated in its entirety. And now 
a short summary: 

Gecrg Ducster»erg, the only son of a former section loader Theodor 
Puesterberg, was protected against the NSDAP by Admiral Omori 

The Stahlhelm, a democr^tic or ganization standing 
Vrganizaticn of ol front soldiers of the first world war without a J 
connections and moder^to, 

Selected leaders struggle against the NSU. The leader cf this 
op.ositi:n was the father Duesterberg who ha? the largest grouy of followers 
in the Stahlhelme In 1933 Sucsterzdrg opposcd his sup osition uncer Hitler 
by increasing the opposition asainst Hitler, 

Breaking of the Stahlhein constitution by Seldte, Removal of 
Jucstorverge In spite of all that the opposition c ntinues, which was fought 
against by Seldte. 

Transfer into the SA by terror and pressure.  Stohlhelno:s followec 

he order unwillingly; however, believed the promiscs of Scldte, wh. assured 
them the orgmizaticn would remain and that the old formations would continu 
After their transfer the Stahlheim men were considered anyhow as the 
carriers of the scerct opposition and treated acc rdingly. Constant obser 
tion cr supervision by the SD and Gestapos 

Out cf tie circles of former Stahlhelm men the opposition continuec 
untilthe end of the war. Close cooperation with the men of the 20th of July 


on which Fading former Stahlhelm members participated. 
2834 
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BARRINGTON: No.objsctions 
Mii ISSIONER TYLOR; let the affidavit submitted be marked 
54 Stahlhelm No. for icontificetion and also note request by the defense 
that the affidavit be tronslotod ^a fulle 
tx ox 


Mike KL.FISCHse Thore is no finel d cision made ^s 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Yese Your request as submitted is received 
by the Commission and granted, bus whether or not the translation section 

will be able to translate all of the affidavits Submitted before the Com- 
mission is a question that I cannot answer at this tine. 1e affidavit 
will be translated if it is possible, 

DR. KL.FISCH: I have only five requests. 

CO}PISSIONER TAYLOR: Tf the affidavit cannot be transl 
the transcript shows the summary of the affidavit, or thecontents 
affidavit, which will go before the Tribunal in English, and they will be 
the contents of the affidavit by reason of dictating the contents of the 
affidavit into the record here 

Die KLL.FISCH: Next is Si Stahlhelm No. 5 oy Hens Schmidt, sworn 

2 Allied officer on the hth of July 1946. It concerns itself with 

area of Aachen. Now follow the contents: 

The Stahlhelm was the meeting point of the entire opposition 
against the NSDAP. Transfer of tre Wehrs stahthelm in the Si carried out 
through an order during a Stahlhelm meeting where the Swearing into the 
Si, was done immediately. Transfer of the Kernstahlhelm into the SA—.eserve 
Noe l was by commmde The promise that the Stahlhalm in the Si-Reserve 
was Supposed to remain an independent formation, could keep their owm 
uniforms and leaders, was never carried oute The members of the Stahlhelm 
were divided into the active ana .eserve Sturms of the Sí. Since 1935 
students were forced to enter the Si or another orgsnization, otherwise 
it was not possible to continue their Studies. Stahlhelm men were con- 


sidered politically unreliable after the transfer. Leaving the organization 
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was impossible because of the serious consequencese Since 1937 all members 


of the Si were forcefully transferred into the karty. The refusal to enter 
led to transfers and dismissalse 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Any objection to the affidavit? 

MR. BARRINGTON: Do I understand that this one is to bo trans- 
lied in full? 

Die KEGFISCH: Noe 

BLiiiING TON: No objection, 
I1ISSIONER TLELOR: Let tho affidavit submitted be marked 

Si, Stahlhelm No. 5 for identification. 

DR. KLAFISCY: The next is number 6, I just want to say that 
i wrote these people that they u-ve been sworn. However, they were 
alltreated the same everywhere. This is j a certification of the sig- 
nature of the person thot put in the offidavit. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: For the purpese submission of the affi- 


1 3 p f niiin a An 
be accepted by the Commissions 


davit the same will 
UR. KL.FISCH: This affidavit of rost Office employee Jacob 

Fuchs of Nuremberg is very shor’. and only the last paragraph is of absolute 

importance. 


id. BARRINGTON: Mey I suggest that if it is the last p^ragzaph 


that is of importance alone, it would be better to read that into the recorc 
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DH, KLAFISCE: The contonts: Tho St.hlholu was in opposition to 
The opposition to it vas tho rcasen why hundreds of thousands 
nlholn between 1932 and 1933. The attitud > Stahlhelm 
men ronainod the sane after tho Stahiheln was transferrod into tho Sh throuch 
the traitorous acts of Scldte and aficr Hitler's breach of promisc. Ina 
cader in Ansbach on the 23 Juno 19 3h, the SA Grupnonft uchre3 
von Obornitz declared an:rned revolution a against the Reichswhhr which Fuchs had 
roported to the OKT and the Reichswehr Comand ty Nuremborrs, wheroupon 
Serve Standarto 19 in Nuronborc was put at the disposal of ` 
R ichswohr for any control noasuros, t was dissolved on tho first of June ; 
1935, for 
COMMISSIONER ' 
IR. BARRINCTON: 
19h6 was corrected. 


1 INTERPRETER : 


BARRINGTON: 
NER TAYLOR: 


iontification 


with © positio 
of tho Stahlhcln in Aussbure, persons had il affidavit sucrn 
before an Allied officer on the 28th day of Juno, 19465. 
docunuont is releva as it concerns itself with 


hich is an CC: r larre area 


a o9 


ially in 1933, was in opposition to tho party of 
new morbers from all parties, because thoy 
only possible 


n of an active advance, active opposition arainst the Si. 


without ony request arainst the wish of tho individuals to the SA, 


tino, promise of independence of tho Stahlho!n by Soldte and Hitlor, Broach 


Division cf tho 8, alm throughout tho SA. Eyen within 
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the Si the Stahlholu remained an opposition hey nover becane Så nen as 
far as idcals were concerned. Sven after the transfor they were consiccrod 
unreliable and wore sup; rod former Stahlholn members continucd to 
cooperate with cach othe They did not know anythinz of the crininal 
intentions of the SA. No former 9?" '"lholn non participated in any exccssive 
MCASULCS o 

COLLISSICNSR TAYLOR: Any chjection to tho davit on the portof 


eer C'DTDOTWNOmnes 
Live BARRINGTON; 


DUM m 
^ idavit a 
ell da as 


No, 9, S4 


dì 


Sworn affidavit by Dr. Ko iayer of Nurcmber, riven before 


senburs in Bavaria 


Standarte a short while aftor the trans fer. 


n 


later dissolved. the Standarte was supy d to march arainst tho SA at the tin 
In addition tc 
S: A moderate, lawful orccnization in 
organizations. Another coal was the lifine cf the Versailles 
Opposition arainst arrcressive war. 


ins 


ined as the cnly unit 
position to the partye “reason by Seldte throurh centering 
Subordination under the hirhest SA leadership. Tronsfor 
younz Stahlnola aecordin- to an ordo Renaning of tho Xornstahlholn 
Cooperative transfor into the SA Rosorvo No, 1 while 
keepins their own fornation. Dissolvine and dà if these formations withir 
the Sis which was a breach of promise. _ Intention c f the 


includins these that were transferred into the SA Reserve 


Roichs: ihr arainst the SA. Former Stahlhelm men were cons 


á 





0 


COTISSIONESR TAYLOR: Any objection, to the affidavit? 


- 


li. BARRINGTON: No objection. 
COLLISSIONER TAYLOR: Let tho affidavit submitted be marked S4 
Stahlioli Noe 9 for identification. The rcquost for translation of tho 
ffidavit has been made by the defense counsel, 
KLAFISCH: I have stated that Dre liayor led Standarte 
as to the contents of the affidavit that is not quite correct. 
hat tine tcok over those units of the Kernstahlheln which forncd 
formations in the Så Reserve Noe le ‘The Standarte A 
formed throurh moubers of the old Stahlholn. 1 indarto, hevever, w 
to march acainst tho Sí. Mayor then loft the Stahlhola 
tically not roliable because of his oppositi avrainst the NSDAP 
beccuse he had Jewish ancestors. 
" Short stacoricnt by Mail Hoppnuenn frou Hoya 
"Public on 30 April 19h6. 
icornod in it 
Now the contents: Stahlnola 
She 
continuous coo; 
towards the forner Stahlheln ncn. No 
the SA aroinst other thinking people. 
COLLITSSIONER TAYLOR: 
IR. BARRINGTON No, 
Stanlhol 
The following affidavits, 
saeg only in a very few affidavits there 
only listed, or only riven, because they c 
arcas within Germany, and I consider thoi important therefore, 
inportant that evidence is riven for all | ny, or at leas 
part. cf Germany. 


NA 


Noe ll concerns itself with Holstein, It is a sworn affi 
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three persons: Merchant Vilhelm Bernor, tax man Barth, and a dentist, Dr. 


Kacselaue Certified before a Gorman Notary Pullie on the 8th of j loy e 
The listing of contonts is short, ihe Stahlhelm was in opposition 

against tho NSDAP since 1933 the mootinz point of the entire opposition, 

especially of the old front soldicrs and also political opinions since this 


*- 


was tho only remaining possibility of opposition, Because of that, 


increased friction by tho party arainst tho Stahlhelm. Arrosts, dissolutions, 


confiscations,. Stahihelm mon expected a stroke of the leadership acoinst the 
party anc intended to go alone. — Monborship and transfor into tho Si without 
the Xnowledrzo and questioning of the individual according to an ordor by the 
leadership. Even thourh they wore transfor red, thoy remained a separate 
croup within the SA. Greatest mistrust of tho SA arainst former Stahlholn 
none No participation in any deuonstrations of the Si. 
TYLOR: Any objection to affidavit No, 11? 

LR. BARRINGTON: No objection. 

COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: That affidavit as subnit 
Stahlhel: No, ll for identification. Dr. Klafisch, is 
besinning with your No. 12 to N lir 3nojl usivo, tho affidavits 


contoin practical 


anc statements of cvidonec? - S0, tho Comission will accoot tho sane 


without tho individual introduction of tho affi vits. 
DR, KLAFISCH: A large number wore taken out. Theo affidavits 
to Noe lli actually are not numbered successively to hh. Only 19 ronain, 
COLRIISSIONER TAYLOR: Very welle 
I believe that it is necessary 
lüorc aro a iew special matters in 
TAILOR: Vory voll. — Proccod, Doctor, 
DR. KLAFISCH: I don't know how it vas handlci with tho others. 
CO LIISSIONER TAYLOR: Procced like you have been Doctor, and i 
not be necessary for you to state that the affidavit was svorn before a Notar 
or an 4lliod officor, as the Commission will observo thon individually 
present thou, 
DR. KLAFISCH: No. 12, sworn affidavit by Brandl concornin^ Stahlheln 


transfers in Incolstadt, 
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hort contents: tahlheln in opposition, especially after 1933, to 
party Sie The pressure of tho pawg a-^-inst this pool of the reaction. The 
mass of the Stahlhola expects an open action in 1933 acainst the NSDAP 
Transfer without question. Evon a fter they were transferred conti 
operation anong the Stahlheln ncubors, They never became SA men as 
were concerned. Greatest mistrust c2 the SA party acainst former Stahlholn 
menberSe Tronsfer to tho SA Reservo No. l was also carried out as a closed 
unite Division of tho Stahlhclnsturne within tie SA resulted from the mistrust 
s the political reliability of the transferred Stehlheln Stums. The 
cooperation anony the transferred Stahlholn noribers c ntinucd, 
tude continuod. No c: is known which forner Stahlholu 
thinking people. 
moverient in 1942. 
COLMISSIONGR TAYLOR: as the Prosecution any 
LR. BARRINGTON: I can't soe nysolf, that that particular sw mery 
hing additional in it fron v 
DRe KLAFISCH: It concerns 
id. BARRINGTON: 
it is very iuportant to Dr afisch it would have boc: 
sucrcstion and have Dr, Klafisch fi 
tho following affidavits if it adds anythins new 
admitted on the rround that they do cover 
seers 
LO evidence 
y witnesses. 
subnittine 
twits fron various people arovnd over tho ccuntry who 
were members of the orcenization. It is truc, thoy are cunulative ; but they 
cover different parts and from different sections cf the merborshio, and for tha: 
reason counsel for the Prosecution will note that it is cumulative evidence. 
The majority will be cumulative. Does that clarify the matter in counsel's 


nind? 


UR. BARRINGTON: Yes s I had appreciated that, sir, that they 
284 
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woro cuuletive and wore admitted »y the pormission of 
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Commissioner, ond that thoy were to cover Ciffo 
monye "y succsestion was nply th trat : S, I think, 
summaries if in ovory caseo 
hoy à auo as the precoding surmuries, and I thought it 
Dr, Klefisch were ahlo 


cs Defore, with tro oxcoption of such 


Re KLAPFISCH: £11 richt, I uncerstand, 
COMITSELONER TAYL Lot the affidavit submitted do merked 
Stchlholi No, 12 for identification, 
Di, SLAPISCH: Affidavit Mo, 13 rivon by Dr. UDousto rofors 
Stcblholi trcnsfors in sinz. ‘this testinony shows particular. 
ly cloarly and typically tro mennor in which tho tronsfcors wore 
carried out. fThoroforo Í should like in this «so to have 
entire contonts put on tho rocord, 
COMMISSIONER T. YLO2: Is thoro any 
of the Prosecution to having the offiday 
lite DRANG TON : h, 2r, Hl-fisch 
trcnslctins the wholo cffidevit. Ho sinply v 
No objcction, 


COMMISEIONER MYLOR: Thon the understanding is, it is not 


affidavit but the summary of tho affidavit you cesiro to 
on tho rocord, 
Di. ILLFISCE; Tho contonts, 
COITIISCLONER TYLOR: Vory woll. 
DR. XLLFLSCH Tho contonts of tho cffidcvit: Tho Stahlho la 
was tho colloctinr hasin of tho opposition. Transfor tool: place 
sha poople. On tho occasion of ono Stchlhela 


sorvice ricoting the followins “eclcaration was civen: 


holm no longer oxisted and hed been takon over Dy 


tro occasion of this roo ting, the mombers wore recistere 


Wan 


Så pooplo and wore distributed to the different SA formations, 


whocver did not oboy was punished Dy police crrest, Tho connectio. 


of tho former rembers of the Staehlhelm eontinuci to exist as 


"6 
e 
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an opposition within tho S4, 


were consiccred politically suspicious and woro con 


suspoctecd, 


TTD 
Ty bi) 


CO TIISSIO TAYLOR: 


the Prosccution? 


T 


RNIUGTON: No, I 


o 
© 


q^. 
de 


to say in zonorcl 


4 
Coke 


through tho full toxt of 


J0 not ontiroly in 


ro cn o5joction tator 


COMMISSIONER TAYLOR: Lot 


hol: No, 15 for 


tho Stchlholm in Dussoldorf 


rlo 


to -DO ntionoc? 


CO TI 


ALTON 
ovas sidd 


ig XLOR: o 


tho previous : 


Ho objecti 


vic 
+ at 


Hconncppol o .Pkod 


- TOT T e 
Dig Iu. d UL [" 


Pig i a lavi os 


Inspoetor Bonno Fork, 


ings to lists of 


[: 


me conditions 
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the 
acreonont with 


Dut 


E ee es 
idontif 


TT 


Those who hoà Deon transferred 


ally 


there eny objection to affidavit 


von't any obvjoction to that, I 


tho PZrosocution will natur 


Fae igh ie Ud Wt tS 


sho 


I jon't 


the 


B ds it subnittod 


tection. 


and 16 nofor to tho trans 


tonburg. Do tho 


in otenburg, 


contents of thoso docwicnts 


Tta 
ves 


on, 


wiinistrative 


of Duisburg, 


nsfer accar] 


T 


thout quostion- 


aro present 





- VUL 


|G Biolsi G 
^p spocicl inportcnce 
Cc cortain president of 
leave the 
meant his sins official 
Any odvjection to 
Ac. tho followins: 
c&ll your cttontion to the fact that this caffidevit wos sworn 
to before a Notary Public on S July 1946, that li boliovo is in 
But at the Desinnins of his deposition Benno 
Fork scys that his district no allied officor had Deon 
properec to torka Gown his cffilcvi 
COMIISSIONSR T-YLOR: Tho 
accepted now, 


an 
Wee 


DR, KLEFISCH;: Affidavit No, 17 refors he Gau Hesson- 
tho Kurpfalz, fhe cfficavit was meade by Wilhelm 


D 


^ EI 


octions to Affidevit No, 
I don't unlorstocnó whethor it 


" 


ono from hboforo.. 


DR. KLZPiS 
and then t ther. ^S a aera et te pe Red bs eS 2 Ssumuiry. 
COMMISSIONER: . ther word Wwe 0 summarize a 
nunrbor.of affidavits 
affidavits nuubors 
DR. KLEFISCH: 
COMMISSIONER: &, thon, coctor, 
DR. KLEFISCH: The contents of No. 17 
of the provious ones in essontial rospocts. 
COMMISSIONER: Lot us nork the cffideavit of Goertz as 


Stchlholn No, 17 for identification, 
2844 
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DFe KLZFISCH: No, 18 is an affidavit of Dr. Bernd Davids. This 
affidavit refers to the Stahlheln and University Group in iiuonster, 

COLZIISSÍONER: We have spent practically two hours now and we have 
only 17 afficavits. Can you sive this in a more concise and brief manner so 
we can be throush by one o'clock, please? 

DR. KIEFISCH: I will bo finished in half an hour. 

The peculiarity of this documeitt is that the University Group was 
transferred without havine any chance to veice thoir opinion upon the occasion 
of asscmbly. 

COMMISSIONER: <Any objections to thc iicavit submitted? 


Then lot the affigavit be marked SA Stahlheoln No. 18 for identification, 


DR, KIEFISCH: Numbor 19 is an affidavit given by Professor Doctor 
Georg 2Zisscr, University of Tucbincon. In seneral, this affidavit confirns 
tho contents of the other affidavits. 

Of importance in this docunont is the fact that very cfton new 


I 


tho Stahlhel: had been transferred, had bec iven hither ranks within tl 


correspondin:: with the ranks of hizhor offices, nore and more. 


1 1 


the other hanc, thorc was no corrosponcin65 duty or service to be vivos by 


1 ? 


nen according to the rank which thoy had been riven by the Si. Because the 
hichor Si services and duties had to be performed alnost exclusively by older 
Sh ion, 

COLLISSIONER: Any cbjoction 

HR. BARRINGTON: Tho | to bo something about the newspaper of 
the SA lame 

DR. KLEFISCH: Yos, sir. 


uR. BARRINGTON: I should like to know what tho point of reference to 


Di, KLEFISCH: Just a moment please ..... The witness says that the 
newspaper, the Si. Mann, was road only by very fow of tho men. Tovards the ond 
no consicered the military trainine rocoivod 

officer of the Reserves. 


know what paragraph of the SA Mann is in thc 
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affidavit. 


airia 


m ISS I0} 


N 


CO ER: 


the botton of parc two. 


im. BARRIN GT ON e 


— mm 


COLLIS 


m 
4 


1 on a 
tho propacanda made by 


SION: 


ronslation): 


lanne Our Sturm, tho 


rate were not taken by 


ift. BARRINGT 
COMMISSIONER: 


19 for identification. 


Dre KLEFISC 


o 


COLLLISSIONER 


numbered 20 throuch 


counsel. 


DR. KLEFIS 


and refers to the transfe 


1 


vac 


E 
T 


contents the other 


COLZ:IISSICHER: 


* 


BARRINGTON 
COL ilSSIONBR: 


idontification. 


p e 
Ans 


DR, KE FISC 


Uttine a/immerscee. That 


Qc 
as 


1935, mentioned by thi 


29 inclusive, 


affidavit 


im 


think it is the last onc, 


Which paracraph you want the interpreter to read? 


I think it is parasraph, as far as I can 


The ne that has reference te the 


Yes. 


Interpreter, translate that para-^raph, 


The lack political interest was cle 


for tho purcnase cf the paper, the Si 


.cn was scarcely roache: Only vory 


ribe to the 


a at any 


Spirit, 


I havo no 


Doc 
af ELGIN it 


S 


Let the ubmitted be d SA Stahlheln Ni 


We now turn to Affidavit No. 30, 


At this time let the record show thet Affidavits 


a 
D 


hav 


dur 


io^ 
hd J 


been withdrawn from the file defense 


walter Allissat 


r of tho Stahlhela ir ind in gencral rcpeats 


affidavitsé 
No objection 
No cbjectione 


Let the affidavit be marked SA Stahlhelm 


Number 33 is a idavit riven by Rudolf Wanner of 


the SA Reserves were dissolvodin this district in 


1088, 


s wit is of special importance; while in the 





other 


TT 
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districts they existed until the very end, as mentioned by counsel. 
COMMISSIONER: Any objection to that? Let it then as presented be 


marked SA Stahlhelm No. 33 for identification. 


DR. KLEFISCH: Number 3h, given by Dr, Carl Schleussnor, refers to 


the Stahlhelm transfers in Frankfurt. The affidavit was riven before the 
sistant Counsel John Klefisch on 1 Juno 191)6, 


COMMISSIONER: The affidavit is acccnted as to the form of acknowleds- 


DR. KLEFISCH: The conte > the saz S ; fidavits which refor 
to the other districts. 
CO ISSIONsR: <Any objectioc: he affidavit presentet bo marked 


3h for identification. 


by Rainer, Pittinrcr, jugsbure, 
refers to the Stahlhelm in iv hen and &íucsburr, 
COLLLISSIONER: <Any objections? Let tho affidavit presented be 
marked SA Stahlheln No, 
Re KIEFISCH: he contents agree essentially with the contents of 
the previous affidavitse 


COMPZISSIONER : stated that before -- that is the reason I lot the 


affidavit be marked as received. 


DR, KLEFISCH: The same applics to Affidavit No. 30. Given by 
Otto Bolin. 
COIi.ISSIONER: Any objection to that affidavit? The afficavit 


subnittcd will be marked SA Stahlheln No.38 for identification. 


Dit. KLEFISCH: Number 39 is an affidavit by Dr. Ehrich Arounor 
Kitzinsons This afficavit is of special sirnificance because witness 
that without his doing anythinz ho was rivon an SA identification cord in 193). 
That is, the romark by counscl is proéf, or sort ofproof of compulsory transfer. 


Because this maniwvas financially relatively independent he refused to be 
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others who because of certain financial insccurity and fear 


pposc their transfors. This witness also added several docunents to 


affidavit, which arc cf importance f zransfo in my opinion. 


COLLISSIONER: Any obje 


5 


- -5 APR 1 
246. BAR it í 


e gives any indication of what thc 
Cii ISSIONSR: beli } tes à copy of his membership card was 
B:thibit. 
iR. BARRINGTON: ce that, but thoro is a letter also, 
a Kroislcitcr, 

DR, KLEFISCH: I have also acdod tho statenent that was sont to the 
witness on tho occasion of his transfer. This statemont cortifios his centry 
into the Så, retroactivclye 

BARRING? ON; It scoms tc no that this was ono of those cases tho 
Tribunal held no 
KIEFISCH: It does not refer to an individual, bu 
of his entire Sturn. 
iR. BARRINCTON: In that 
COLIISSIC 


Ah st 02 J LO} Wot 


DR. KLEFISOH: No. 40O is on affidavit submitted by Karl 

deingutsbesitzcr, Bornkastol, concorninc transfers of Stahlholn in 
and is, on the who: identical 
COL2:ISS8 TONER: 


ublt 


identificaticn. 


DR. KIEFISCH: Affidavit Wo. hl givon by Wilholia Biohluaior, 
Ingolstadt, refers to Stoll Helnc megolstadt The c: ntonts arc identical 
with tho previous affidavits. 

NADD 


i. BARRINGTON We had ono on that boforc, 


DR, KLEFISC That may bo truce 
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LR, BARRINGTON: Wi bjecticn to that, hovwevere 

COLTIISSICNZER : 2 ; ficav submitted be marked SA Stahlhcln 
Noe lil for identifica 

DRE, KIEFISCH: In this Ingolstadt docwacnt there are sono points 


mentioned not mentioned in the previous Inec 


DR. KLZFISCH: Ne an affidavit by Julius Heil, Auzsbure, refers 
to the Stahlheln in Passau and also is identical with the previous affidavits. 
COLJUSSIONER: Let tho afficavi marked Si Stahlheln Noe h2 for 


identification. 


DR. KIZFISCH No is an affidavit by ilerrens, 


the Belrian border. The fact as mentioned in thi 


, 


applications for being allowed tc leave tho SA were not vrantoó or principle 
before the application 


IT RARRTNOTON- 
IR. BARRINGTON: 


Lot the affidavit bo x d SA Stahlholi No. 13 


And now, the 


` 


compiled by a larze number of persons fron 213 soheres of professional 
And this afficavit was cerbifie i by several Notaries Public, 
at various tines, Will it be necessary for no to read 
lave given this affidavit? There aro 37 in all, I belicvo,. 
COLPISSIONZR: Unless thoro is « jection to it, tho Couaiss 
not objecte 
ilte, BAR ‘IN N: For identification I think wo should ~ive tho 


NAMC s 


Dit. KLERISCH: e first nane is Dr, Otto Kolping. 


O TISSIONER : ct ti ffica | Kolpine 


Stahlhelm No. 


COL Z:ISSIONZR: S that ali 
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Di. KLEFISCH: Yes. 


CCGiISSIONZR: The 


o 


avits by DR. 


^ vig 
LOLS 


going is a true anc correct 


KLAFISCH, taken on 20 July 1 


“A DPT ? Ip ATID 
LADIS i.e LD GJS. 
" ——— 


porter 


CEPTRUDE FELDT 
STUL LS ALULI L 1212121 
SS area 


Reporter 


Amnura NTI IS 
CONEVIEVE BIOLSI 
——  owÁ— : —— ee eat 


reporter 


NYDN TT Kp 
h ri 
VER ALLP Lal 


Orva ssl 





